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The Ant Colony… 



Are we smarter than ants? 



Trees cut down in rainforest… 
 



Turned into pulp … 
 



Shipped to a paper mill… 
 



Turned into “Yellow Pages” phone books… 
 



Then sent straight to recycling bins… or trash! 
 

Because… 
 

MOST PEOPLE 
DON’T USE PHONE 
BOOKS ANYMORE! 



We are smarter than the ants… but our 
systems are NOT! 
 

This  system 
is not just 

“wasteful”,   
it is 

 

ECOLOGICALLY  IMMORAL 



Our SYSTEMS & STRUCTURES 
 
 

are based on… 
 
 

Our VALUES & CONSCIOUSNESS 



 Design a society… as though our highest 
value is… 
 

▪ Children? 

▪ Elders? 

▪ Art? 

▪ MONEY 



The Apollo Vision… 



Our Vision… 

A World that Works for All Beings 
 



We need a new STORY. 
 
 

But first…  

 
 

WHAT IS A “STORY”? 



(seven parts) 



WAR STORY #1.  Define a reasonable 
goal for your group. Use simplistic 

language.  

Governments:  The 
war is to preserve 
the nation.  We will 
kill the terrorists 
and everyone will 
become peaceful 
and happy.   
 

Insurgents:  The war is 
to preserve our ethnic 
or religious identity. 
We will destroy the 
occupying army and 
everyone will become 
peaceful and happy.   
 



PEACE STORY #1.   Set a goal that can 
be accepted by the people of all sides, a 
vision that includes all parties.  Release 

“either/or” thinking. 
 

The Common Goal:  

To make war unthinkable, peace inevitable.   



WAR STORY #2.   Define an 
unreasonable goal for "the Other".  

Use the language of the Other’s 
extremists. 

 
Governments:  The 
war is against a 
handful of fanatical 
terrorists who want to 
destroy us and 
destroy our way of 
life. 
 

Insurgents: The war 
is against a brutal 
occupying army that 
wants to destroy us 
and destroy our way 
of life. 
 



PEACE STORY #2.   Define all goals of all 
parties that are based on violence as 

unreasonable and unacceptable. 
 

The problem is not the insurgents.  The problem is 
not the government. The problem is VIOLENCE.  
It doesn’t matter who “started” the conflict.  All 
users of violence are “aggressors”.   
 



WAR STORY #3.  Legitimize own use 
of violence. Blame them for starting 

violence. 
 

Governments:  The 
only way to stop them 
is with violence, 
because they are 
violent against us. We 
must kill to defend 
ourselves.   
 

Insurgents:  The only 
way to stop them is 
with violence, 
because they are 
violent against us. 
We must kill to 
defend ourselves.   
 



PEACE STORY #3.   De-legitimize all 
violence; oppose the notion that violence 

can be useful, legitimate or justified.   

There is no such thing as a “just war”.  There is 
nothing “just” about the taking of innocent lives.   
 



WAR STORY #4.  De-legitimize the 
violence of "the Other".  They are the 

aggressor.  Defend your violence. 
 

Governments:  They 
started the war; we 
are only defending 
ourselves and 
defending our 
nation.   
 

Insurgents:  They 
started the war; we 
are only defending 
ourselves and 
defending our 
people.   
 



PEACE STORY #4.   The “aggressor” is 
anyone who is willing to use violence to 

solve a problem.  Violence gets more 
violence, not a solution. 

No use of violence is legitimate. 



WAR STORY #5.  Focus on injuries to your 
group by the Other.  Identify with your 

own innocent victims. 
 Governments:   

We suffer at the 
hands of the 
terrorists. They have 
committed numerous 
atrocities against us.  
That justifies our use 
of violence. 
 

Insurgents:   
We suffer at the hands 
of the government. 
They have committed 
numerous atrocities 
against us.  That 
justifies our use of 
violence. 
 



PEACE STORY #5.   Focus on injuries to all 
groups as equal, unreasonable and 

unacceptable.  

There are no clean hands, on either side: all sides 
commit atrocities.  Violence is an atrocity. It is 
violence itself that is evil. 
 



WAR STORY #6.  Minimize or 
rationalize injuries or atrocities 

committed by own group. 

Governments:  
They made us do it  
(government 
atrocities).  Their 
atrocities are worse 
than ours.  We 
regret the loss of 
innocent life. 
 

Insurgents:   
They made us do it 
(insurgent atrocities).  
Their atrocities are 
worse than ours.  We 
regret the loss of 
innocent life. 
 
 



PEACE STORY #6:  Spread awareness of 
all injuries or atrocities, regardless of who 

commits them. 

What each side says about each other is true; 
what they say about themselves is not.  



WAR STORY #7.  Label dissenters 
within your own group as traitors. 

 
Governments:  
Anyone who 
disagrees with us is 
not patriotic and is a 
traitor to the 
government, to our 
heroes and martyrs in 
the armed forces and 
to our people. 
 

Insurgents:  
Anyone who 
disagrees with us is 
not patriotic and is 
a traitor to our 
cause, to our 
heroes and martyrs 
in the insurgency 
and to our people. 
 



PEACE STORY #7.   Support all actions of all 
parties that move closer to peace.  The 

peacemakers are the true “heroes”. 
 

More violence creates more death, not resolution.  
The only way conflict can end is by both sides 
talking to each other. 
 



To transform the “War Story” to the “Peace Story”, we 
must understand… 

 

What Do People Get From War? 
1. Sense of Rightness 
2. Sense of Identity (Us Vs Them) 
3. A Transcendental “Story” (“God Is On 

Our Side”) 
4. (The Illusion of) Safety & Protection 

From Harm 
5. Publicly Sanctioned Revenge 
 



Societal  Transformation  
and  

Sacred Civilization 



NINE PIXELS… 







MAY ALL BEINGS BE WELL… 

 

MAY ALL BEINGS BE SECURE… 

 

MAY ALL BEINGS BE HAPPY. 


